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 Neal Janey, Director of Public Safety and Criminal Justice 

 Sameer Sidh, Director of CitiStat 

 

FROM:  CitiStat Team 

 

SUBJECT: Police Department Briefing  

 Making Progress 

 

o Gun Arrests.  To combat increased gun violence, Baltimore City Police have placed an emphasis on 

gun arrests in recent months.  In October, monthly gun arrests increased by 36 percent compared to 

October 2014, marking the fifth consecutive month of annual increases in gun arrest activity.     
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o IBIS Hits.  IBIS (Integrated Ballistics Identification System) is a system used to match ballistics 

information from police investigations.  IBIS can match ballistics information from current and 

ongoing investigations and prior investigations, allowing police to match weapons used in prior 

cases where weapons may not have been recovered at the scene of the crime.  Since the 

implementation of the “War Room,” created to address a spike in City homicides, IBIS hits have 

increased dramatically.  The number of IBIS hits in 2015 to date is nearly double the number of hits 

recorded in all of 2014.      

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Needs Improvement 

 

o Homicides and Shootings.  Homicides and shootings remain at elevated levels in 2015, despite 

enhanced violence prevention efforts.  There were 34 homicides in the month of October.         
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o Clearance Rate.  The Department continues to struggle to clear cases as a result of the sustained 

increase in violence over the past 7 months.  A number of efforts are underway to improve clearance 

rates and address homicide increases, like the “War Room” and the Baltimore Federal Homicide 

Task Force, which pairs federal agents with members of the City homicide unit. The chart below 

shows the year to date homicide and shooting clearance rate. 

Clearance Rate (10/26/2015) 

Homicide  30.8% 

Shooting 25.7% 

 

229 210 217 217 243 227 231 251
183 187 184 175 182 195 183

282

627
566 518 465

533
468

542
567

504
384 354 326 308 343

305

533

856

776
735

682

776

695

773
818

687

571
538

501 490
538

488

815

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Homicides and NF Shootings Through Oct 31st 2015
Homicides

Shootings

Total


